
I hope the Model Builders will appreciate the efforts of Ed Grimminger
to measure this wagon and bring it to our attention. It was only natural that,
with so much detail and the warpage of the timbers, dimensions should
show up differently on various sketches. Even though Ed tried to cooper-
ate with me and to furnish me with the corrected or additional information
that I needed to make the drawings, some dimensions would not add up
correctly to the overall length.

If dimension lines are shown, and no dimension given at that point, it
means I did not have the information. I have no information other than that
shown on the drawings.

There was so much warpage on the lower part of the front undergear at
the back, about 1/2 inch in the center, that I suggest we make the aft beam
straight and the same length as the front beam running crosswise to the
wagon. The beams the springs attach to. No use adding to our troubles.

On the sketches, no length was given for the wagon, so I drew it as
being 14 feet long. Later, I found a beautiful picture of this wagon on the
1966 Calendar of the Baraboo Wagons, where the length was given as 18
feet. (See photo to left)

You will have to make the front undergear line up with the back
undergear. Ed said the fifth wheel was small in diameter, so I could not
see how it could possibly span the timbers he says it mounts on. I suggest
you build up the beams or timbers directly beneath it to level up the wagon.

Many thanks to Ed Grimminger for the help he gave me in getting this
beautiful wagon on the drawing board.

Robert C. Robinson

Above - Dragon and Mirror Tableau Wagon No. 52, built in 1915 for the F. J.
Taylor Circus. This photo was taken from 1966 calendar of Baraboo Wagons
and listed this wagon at 18’ long - 10 high and weighing 3 tons. Note color shad-
ing of wagon body: white ends, yellow sides. [Russ Warner Collection]

Left - Dragon and Mirror Tab at
the Circus World Museum in
1996. [Mike Dreiling Photo]
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Rear view of the Dragon and Mirror Tab
[Bill Cooker Photo]
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